Silver Lake Association Winter 2004-2005 Newsletter

Dear Silver Lake Association Members,
As we are enjoying the winter months
wherever we may be, I would like to take
time to thank all of the tract directors for
their support to the Association. Without
their help, things would not get done. In
addition, it was a pleasure to see so many
new volunteers to help with the
Association in 2004.

Algae and weeds are still very much of a
concern. We contracted with SUNY
Brockport to do a study of the algae in the
lake over the summer. A report with their
findings will be included in the Summer
Newsletter. Preliminary reports show that
the lake is around 10 percent of the World
Health Organization-level for concemn.

The Wyoming County Water Resources
Coordinating Committee has established a
Steering Committee for Silver Lake Water
Quality. The Association has two
representatives on the committee. One of
the first actions was to petition for federal
funding to: 1) Review of the Village of
Perry, Town of Perry and Town of Castile
land use laws and practices to verify that
they are consistent with the Statewide
Phase II Construction Permit. The goal
would to bring these laws and practices
into compliance if necessary. This deals
with the control of sediment run off
during construction projects. 2) Funding
to correct sediment run off problems
resulting from the culverts that were
installed under West Lake Road. The
county has some plans to hold back the
water for the sediment to settle.

In response to concerns about the speeds
on East Lake Road, the Association
petitioned the County and the speed limit

has been reduced to 45 MPH from
Fairview Road to Clark Road.

Please feel free to contact your tract
director with any concerns about the lake.
We are here to listen to your concerns and
work for the betterment of the lake.

Have a Good Winter,
Bill Soules, SLA President
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Weeds and Algae Considerations

We all are concerned about the weeds and
algae in the lake. The following is
information that has been gleaned from
other lake publications and conferences. If
each one of us does our part, we can have
an impact on the lake conditions.

*When operating your boat, stay out of
the weed beds except for going to and
from your dock. Anytime a boat travels
through weeds, the propeller cuts the
weeds into small fragments that float for a
while and eventually sink to the bottom to
become new growth. In addition, any

" algae that may be on the weed can break

loose. Boat speed is not a factor so slow
cruising for sight seeing is as much of a
problem as skiing near shore.

*Take steps to minimize the sediment run
off into the lake. Milfoil, the weed that is
taking over many lakes, grows from a root
crown. This means that its growth from
year to year is not affected by sediment on
top of it. However, the weeds native to



lakes can be killed by sediment on top of
the weed roots.

*When planning your lake landscaping,
consider the use of shrubs instead of floral
plants as shrubs hold back more nutrients
from getting to the lake.

*If you need to apply fertilizer to your
lawn, use one with 0 phosphate. The
labeling on the bag represents the
percentage of nitrogen, phosphate, and
potash. Select a fertilizer with a “0”
percentage of phosphate to help reduce
algae in the lake. — B. Soules

Silver Lake Fisheries
Survey - 2004

> In 2004, the DEC

| Bureau of Fisheries

* conducted various
surveys on Silver Lake to
monitor the fishery. In April
after ice-out, spawning
walleye were sampled by boat
electrofishing on 3 different nights. In
late May and early June, largemouth bass
and panfish were also sampled by boat
electrofishing on 4 different nights.
Zooplankton and water samples were
collected in May and August. An

_additional night boat electrofishing survey

was completed in October.

Preliminary results indicate the fishery in
Silver Lake is in good shape. We netted
1000 walleye in about 2.8 hours of
electrofishing time for a catch rate of 355
walleye/hour. In other words, for every
15 minutes of running the boat, we put
over 100 walleye into the boat’s livewell.
The largest walleye sampled was 28" and
& pounds, and we aged the fish at 13 years
old. Fingerling walleye stocking took
place from 1983 to 1991, fry stocking was

done from 1992 to 1996, and no stocking
has taken place from 1997 to the present.
About 80% of the walleye we collected in
2004 were 8 years old or younger
indicating they came from natural
reproduction. In a few more years, all
walleye in the lake will be naturally
produced as the remnants of the stocked
fish continue to be caught/die of old age.

Largemouth bass abundance is above
what is considered average for New York
State bass waters. In 2004, the
electrofishing catch rate was 34 bass'hour
whereas the statewide average is about
16/hour. Additionally, one-half of the
bass we sampled were above the legal size
of 12", The bass size distribution as well
as the normal growth rate ((bass reach
legal size in their 5™ summer of growth
(age 4+)) indicates a healthy bass
population. The largest bass we handled
was 19" and 5 pounds.

The yellow perch catch rate was 633
fish/hour in 2004. This is about average
for Silver Lake compared to the long term
average of about 700/hour from 1986~
2002. What is most impressive is that the
statewide average catch rate for yellow
perch waters is 15-50 fish/hour. Silver
Lake is more than 10-fold higher than the
average perch lake. Twenty years ago,
this was not good because there weren’t
enough predators in the lake to keep the
perch in balance. As a result, in the mid-
1980's, a 6" perch was 10 years old. In
2004, yellow perch reached 8" at age 4,
one indicator that perch are back in
balance with the rest of the fishery. -
Joseph T. Evans, NYSDEC Aquatic
Biologist
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